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the body to a suitable spot in the road, just outside the
gates of Markheys. Possibly he employed a wheel-
barrow for this purpose. The key of the potting-shed
was available as we know. The body had no chance
to thaw, owing to the intense cold. Shortly afterwards,
the snow fell, and concealed the body until the men
clearing the road found it on the following Saturday."
" You seem to forget, Priestley, that I identified the
body as that of Charles Alcott, a former laboratory
assistant of mine/' Faversharr/s voice was dry and
harsh. •
" I do not forget/' Dr. Priestley replied. " I can
only assume that you were the victim of suggestion."
" That's all nonsense, of course/' said Faversham.
He picked up his glass, and drank the contents at a
gulp. " In fact, the whole of your theory strikes me
as a not very plausible fairy tale. Have you imparted
it to anybody besides myself?"
'* 1 have not. You heard me refuse to speak of it to
Oldland just now/'
"I'm glad of that. I shouldn't like anyone to have
doubts of your sanity." Faversham relapsed into
silence, then continued abruptly, " All damned non-
sense, of course. But that's an uncomfortable idea of
yours that somebody might have got into Markheys, I
shan't be able to rest till I've been down to have a look
over the place. I'll go down to-morrow, first thing."
Dr. Priestley nodded. " I think it would be a wise
precaution/' he replied quietly.
"Precaution!" Faversham exclaimed. "It's only
to set my mind at rest. Look here, Priestley, could you
manage to come along later? We could disprove your
precious theory. I shall know at once if anybody has
been running about the laboratory. And I can show
you over the place at the same time. There's a very
good train from Waterloo at 2.10. I'll get the car out.

